Claims : 



1. A method for applying! business rules to data, 
comprising the steps: 

for each rule, 

invoking the rule at ttui occurrence of each of a defined 
set of operations on the data, 



identifying a predetermined trigger condition for the 
rule, and 

processing the rule ifj the predetermined trigger 
condition is satisfiec 



2. A method according! to Claim 1, wherein the identifying 
step includes the steps of: 



identifying at least 



identifying a trigger 



identifying an operat. 
will be compared to 



one data value; 



value; and 



or indicating how the data value 
tfhe trigger value. 



3. A method of applying business rules to data, 
comprising the steps: 



for each rule, 
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invoking the rule at the 
set of operations on the 



occurrence of each of a defined 
data, 



identifying a predetermine4 trigger condition for the 
rule, 

invoking a predefined method if the trigger condition is 
partially satisfied, and 

using the method to determine a final result of the rule. 



4. A method for managing business rules for data, 
comprising the steps: 

establishing a set of business rules, each of the rules 
including a trigger condition and a process; 

storing the rules in a tiable; 

performing a predefined! operation on the data; 



checking all the rules an the table to determine if any 



are invoked by the pre< 



for each rule that is 



efined operation; 



invoked, determining whether the 



trigger condition of the rule is satisfied; and 



for each rule the tri 
satisfied, implement in 

5 . A method according 
steps of: 



gjer 



condition of which is 
g the process of the rule. 

to Claim 4, further comprising the 
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1 running an application using the data; and 

2 j 

3 changing any of the business rules without recompiling or 

4 reinstalling the application. 

1 6. A method according to Claim 4, further comprising the 

2 step, upon rule failure, defining a message and help for 

3 each rule using visual programming techniques. 

1 M ( 7. A method according to Cliaim 6, further comprising the 

2 Jg^' step, upon rule execution, /adding the help and message to 
3^ an error message ' list . J 

1 8. A system for managing business rules for data, 

2 comprising: | 
3 

4 means for establishing a set of business rules, each of 

5 the rules including a trigger condition and a process; 

6 I 

7 a table for storing the rules; 
8 

9 means for performing predefined operation on the data; 
10 

11 means for checking all thd rules in the table to 

12 determine if any are invoked by the predefined operation; 
13 

14 means for determining, fori each rule that is invoked, 

15 whether the trigger condition of the rule is satisfied; 

16 and 

17 1 

18 means for implementing the Iprocess of each rule, the 

19 trigger condition of which ks satisfied. 
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9. A system according to ^lkim 8, further comprising: 



means for running an application using the data; and 

means for changing any of tie business rules without 
recompiling or reinstalling the application. 

10. A program storage device readable by machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable 



by the machine to perform 



ethod steps for managing 



business rules for data, said method steps comprising: 



establishing a set of busihes 
including a trigger condition 



storing the rules in a tah 



performing a predefined operation on the data; 



checking all the rules in 
are invoked by the 



predef i ned 



for each rule that is invqked 
trigger condition of the rtu 



for each rule the trigger 
satisfied, implementing th 

11. A program storage devi 



s rules, each of the rules 
and a process; 



e; 



the table to determine if any 
operation; 



, determining whether the 
le is satisfied; and 

ondition of which is 
process of the rule. 

e according to Claim 10, 



wherein said method steps further comprise: 
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running an application usipg the data; and 



changing any of the business rules without recompiling or 
reinstalling the application, 
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